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ever slows down — and this summer is no exception. As consumers ramp up

nding on travel, entertainment, and seasonal purchases, fraudsters are adapting in
real time, embedding attacks within everyday spending patterns and exploiting
categories where fraud can be quickly monetized.

Rippleshot’s proprietary consortium — covering over 5,000 financial institutions and
analyzing 50 million daily card transactions — gives a unique lens into where fraud is
growing fastest and how it compares to legitimate spend.

" For the August Report, three categories stand out as key seasonal risks:

ravel Agencies & Tour Operators (MCC 4722) — Fraud surging as travel bookings

aneous General Merchandise (MCC 5399) — High-volu '
es fueling illicit gains. -
ent Parks & Carnivals (MCC 7996) — Entertainme
attendance surges.

ories illustrate how fraud risk is shifting tow:

-and why proactive detection and interventiof
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Value Rippleshot provides to bankers

Rippleshot solutions help your team put this
data into action. With up to 7x ROI, our
clients strengthen existing rules and
proactively block more fraud.

<Book a call Q)



https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/appointments/AcZssZ2HMMeKHHE20IfVllidf0hvb0kocUvV18y2eiw=
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Key overall
insights
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Kev insight
Travel and entertainment @ High-resale goods drive rapid
categories are prime fraud fraud growth

targets




pppppppppp

Rlppleshct

proprietary
data




Fraud dollars change
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analysis: Relationship: Fraud
llars to authorized spend
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Data analysis: Relative
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insights by
category




Travel Agencies & Tour Operators (MCC 4722)

(O Rippleshot

ANALYSIS: SPENDING

Consumer travel bookings increased +6.61% as summer travel demand peaked. This aligns with
expected seasonal behavior, with higher-ticket transactions occurring in both domestic and
international travel segments.

ANALYSIS: FRAUD

Fraud surged +58.17%, far outpacing spend growth. The fraud rate of 14.08 bps reflects a
combination of card-not-present vulnerabilities and limited immediate verification in
prepaid or package bookings. Stolen cards are often used for international travel
purchases where the fulfillment timeline works in fraudsters’ favor.

CONCLUSIONS

Fraud in thls category is highly seasonal but predlctable Institutions should expect s:m:lar_Splkes

transactions for additional verification.




Miscellaneous General Merchandise Stores
(MCC 5399)
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ANALYSIS: SPENDING

Overall spend dipped slightly (-1.69%), suggesting normal consumer demand did not drive the
ge in fraud. These merchants sell a broad range of goods, many of which are high-resale and
ily converted into cash or online credits.

ANALYSIS: FRAUD

Fraud dollars skyrocketed +112.61% despite lower spend, with a fraud rate of 16.17 bps.
This sharp divergence suggests concentrated targeting by fraudsters seeking to extract

maximum value before detection.

CONCLUSIONS

The combination of high-value, easily resold goods and wide merchant acceptance makes MCC
5399 a persistent fraud vector. Dynamic, merchant-specific velocity rules should be a top ;
for institutions during suspected fraud surges. il




Amusement Parks, Carnivals (MCC 7996)
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ANALYSIS: SPENDING

easonal leisure spend jumped +30.90% as warmer weather drove higher attendance. Online
ket sales and on-site purchases can both be drivers of significant growth.

ANALYSIS: FRAUD

Fraud grew at nearly four times the pace of spend, climbing +120.71% to reach a fraud

rate of 17.14 bps. Fraudsters could have purchased bulk tickets for quick resale, exploiting
online ticketing systems with minimal pre-purchase authentication.

CONCLUSIONS

Bulk ticketing systems present a recurring seasonal vulnerability. Institutions should con Jer

temporary transaction controls for high-volume ticket purchases during peak atl:ehglé’ e
to intercept fraud early.
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Strategic
recommendations
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trategic Recommendations (Rip

@ Tighten Controls for @® Pair Merchant & Card- @ Increase Card-Not-
Seasonal MCCs Level Monitoring Present Safeguards




Fraud is moving fast. Rippleshot helps financial institutions move faster. We proactively
detect and help stop credit and debit card fraud before it strikes.

Trusted by more than 1,700 financial institutions, Rippleshot combines Al, machine
learning, our data consortium of over 5,000 participating financial institutions and 50

illion daily credit and debit transactions — and the expertise of fraud and data scientists
iver rapid risk detection, data-based decision rules, and actionable intelligence.

www.rippleshot.com
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benehtii ’Ehe oy
capabilities of
Rippleshot’s solution
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